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On Being Filled With The Holy Spirit

Acts 19: 1 – 6

One of the greatest experiences that you can have as a Christian is being filled with the Holy Spirit.  Being filled with the Spirit is one of the most exhilarating, life changing, eye-opening experiences that any Christian could ever have.

Being filled with the Spirit:

· Opens up our understanding to the all possibilities and potential that God has invested in our lives.

· Helps us to do those things that we have always desired to do, but never had the strength or the courage to do.

· Leads us into becoming the person that God created us to become.

· Gives us a strength that is beyond your own strength, and allows for us to tap into a divine energy and into the divine resources of God’s power.

· Allows us to hear God’s voice and to know when he is speaking.

· Makes the bible come alive that we might not only desire to read it, but desire to live it.

· Helps you to recognize your spiritual gifts and how to use those gifts in accordance to his will.

· Gives you a strong sense of belonging to God; fills your heart with joy and peace that just can’t be described.

· Gives you knowledge about your life and your life’s situations.

· Helps you to bring under control those behaviors and habits that you so much want get rid of.

· Gives you an acute sensitivity to your purpose and your place in God’s Kingdom. 
· Being filled with the Holy Spirit moves you out of the dead and dry experience of being a religious, to one who has come alive in Christ and enjoys a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ.

If you’re tired of living by a religious custom that you simply accept, but you don’t really understand, then this is what you’ve been looking for.

If you’re tired of feeling guilty of your weaknesses and faults that you just don’t seem to be able to overcome, then this is the answer to your dilemma.

If you want to find your place in the church and your purpose in life, then your quest is over, for the kingdom of God is at hand.
First, let me say that the terms Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost mean the same thing.

Secondly, understand that every Christian possesses the Holy.  anyone who is truly saved, possesses the Holy Spirit.
· Romans 8:9: But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
· I Corinthians 12:3: Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and [that] no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 
You cannot be saved without possessing the Holy Spirit.  The moment you become born again, the Holy Spirit comes and transforms you into a new creature in Christ.  He comes to live within your heart.  He comes bringing into your life the blessings of God’s salvation.  He comes, and when he comes he cleanses you from all unrighteousness and sin and immediately you become a child of God.  At the moment of our acceptance of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit comes and indwells believers.
He doesn’t come for a visit.  He doesn’t come to take up temporary residence.  He comes to abide within your heart until we are presented faultless before God in all of his glory.  The Holy Spirit comes into our lives when he saves us, and this is what prepares us for heaven.  Know this, that when the Holy Spirit comes into our lives he comes to take over.

After we are saved, God wants to use us as examples of his love.  He wants us to speak for him and to serve him.  He wants to give us supernatural abilities and strengths so that we might show forth his love to the world.

So his desire is to completely control us, and that’s what occurs when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.  That’s what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit – it means to be controlled by God.
Ephesians 5:18 - And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

Galatians 5:17 - For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
Even thought we are saved there is a struggle of the will going on in us.  The Holy Spirit has come into our lives to take over, but the old man (flesh) is not willing to let go.

That’s where the majority of Christians are today.  Many are living beneath the privileges that Christ has purchased for us on the cross.  God really does want what’s best for you, and God knows what is best for you.  And he is attempting to bring into your life what’s best through the leading of the Holy Spirit.  But as long as you, your will, your flesh, continue to hold onto your way, you will never experience the fullness of his blessing that he has in store.
The holy Spirit dwells in every believer, but he can be grieved, Ephesians 4:30 - ﻿And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  
And the passion for godly living that the Holy Spirit brings can be quenched, Ephesians 5:19 - Quench not the Spirit.
We grieve the Holy Spirit by our refusing to obey God’s word.  But at the same time we diminish the Holy Spirit’s ability to perform God’s work in our lives through our disobedience.

The spirit of God enters into our lives ready to do great and tremendous things in us.  

· To do things with us that we’ve never imagined; 
· To make us into persons that soar far beyond the experiences that shaped and molded us before our salvation.
· The Holy Spirit desires to show us things, give us things, take us places, endow us with gifts, bless us with blessings that are far beyond what we ever could have imagined for ourselves.
But we grieve the Spirit through our disobedience, we quench, we extinguish the passion and power of the Holy Spirit’s operation, and we live our lives as if there is no difference to us being saved.
Nothings changed, why?  Because we have extinguished the Holy Spirit’s ability to work effectively in our lives and we deny ourselves the real privilege of living the glorious life of a child of God.

So to be filled with the Spirit is to allow for the Holy Spirit to have freedom to occupy every area of our lives, to lead us as he desires, and to do with us as God wills.  When we are filled with the Spirit he uses the word of God to guide our lives.  He uses the will of God to determine our direction and our work.
When we are filled with the Spirit, who we are and what we want becomes secondary to God’s will and desire for our lives.  Our will is never gone.  Our desire will always challenge the will of God.  Being filled with the Spirit does not mean that we automatically do God’s will.  That’s God’s desire but that’s just not the way it is.

Paul struggled with doing the will of God and he was filled with the Spirit.  And there was even a time in the life of Jesus (in the garden of Gethsemane) where he struggled with doing God’s will.

But when you’re filled with the Spirit, he will greatly empower you with a passion, a drive, and an overwhelming desire to satisfy the purpose of God with your life, for when you’re filled with the Spirit, your relationship with God becomes so intimate that you never want to do anything that will displease him.
When you’re filled with the Spirit, you don’t have to do the will of God.  When you’re filled with the Spirit, you become so in love with God, that all you want to do in response to His love is to please him.  When you’re filled with the Spirit there is a closeness and an intimacy with God that you always want to maintain.
There is a love that fills your entire being that satisfies more then anything that this world has to offer.  That’s why Jesus said, “My meat is to do the will of the one who sent me.”  (Tell the story)

Why, when you’re qualified to work somewhere else and make more money, work in the church?  Why don’t you do differently?  You’re filled with the Spirit and your greatest desire is to be used by God. 

Why leave your job, take your family to another city to go to school for three years learning the bible, and studying theology, all the while struggling financially?  Why did you do it?  You’re filled with the Spirit.
When you are filled with the Spirit, the only thing that is important to you is doing the will of God.  And it is the greatest experience that you can ever have in life.

When you’re filled with the Holy Spirit, you can’t lose in life.  When you are in the will of God, you can’t lose.  But know that the infilling of the Holy Spirit is a continue process.  The command in Ephesians 5:18 to be filled with the Holy Spirit is a continual command.  Parsed in the present tense it could actually read, “Keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit.”

When you’re filled with the Spirit:

· You’ll discover God’s will for your life

· You’ll receive a power that will enable you to fulfill God’s will

· You’ll discover your gifts, but not only this;

· Your gifts will become active and great and glorious things will happen in your life.\

· New ideas and revelation about your life and experiences will flow into your very being.

· Your quality of life will increase and you will find your self becoming a much better person.
· Miracles will occur

· Blessings will abound

· Knowledge will increase

· Prevailing and overcoming power will be at your disposal

· Prayers will be answered

· Heaven will be opened

· Satan will be defeated

· Love will increase

But wait, if you decide to become filled with the Spirit God will bestow on you the special gift of his righteousness.  And God has a special blessing in store for the righteous.  

Psalms 5:12, For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favor wilt thou surround him as with a shield. ﻿ 
